
Western Wheelers  
Board Meeting Minutes 
August 9, 2017 
Submitted by  
Bill Sherwin, Club Secretary  
 
Dinner: 6:30 pm  Meeting: 7 pm. 
Location:  Los Altos Hills Parks & Rec room 
26379 Fremont Road, Los Altos Hills 
 
Attendance: 
Present:  Cindy Asrir, Randall Braun, Christine Fawcett, Frank Houghton, Mike Rissi, 
 Mona Schorow, Robert Sexton, Bill Sherwin, Mindy Steiner, Vern Tucker , Bettina 
Vinsant, Dave Ziegler  
Absent:  Brian Feinberg 
 
Call to Order 7:10 pm 
Date of next meeting:  Wednesday, September 6 at the home of Bettina Vinsant 
Food Wranglers:  Bettina  
 
Monthly Updates: 
 
Chief Editor Dave reported that he will create the September issue of the Flat Tyre. The 
newsletter team is looking for a standard software for the editors to use. They will look at 
options and come back to the board with a proposal. 
 
Webmaster Mona reported that we can delete duplicates from the Wild Apricot 
database and continue to operate as we are.  Mona recognized Emily Nishihara for her 
help with this.  Several concerns were expressed about Wild Apricot and a committee 
consisting of Mindy, Mona, Vern and Frank was formed to evaluate alternatives. 
 
Events Chair Cindy reported that the Ice Cream Social was a success thanks to Paul 
Wendt and all the volunteers.  Cindy said that she is looking at ways to improve it for 
next year.  Upcoming events include the Ride Leaders’ BBQ, a Film Night at REI, and 
Oktoberfest.  Cindy is looking for helpers and recognized Jim Kozelka for volunteering to 
be the head chef. 
 
Rides Chair Mindy reported that there have been a lot of good impromptu rides. The 
LDT Fall Campout will be October 6-8 at Cazadero, with a new Friday ride being 
introduced that weekend. 
 
Sequoia  Mike reviewed the Sequoia financial numbers and stated that the event was a 
financial success. There was general discussion, and the Sequoia crew will look at 
finances and make recommendations for next year.   
 
There was also a discussion around Sequoia volunteer incentives and rewards.  Several 
members suggested that the picnics and rewards could be trimmed back to reduce cost 
and volunteer fatigue. The Sequoia team will review and present options.  
 
Robert volunteered to lead a team to develop a Sequoia survey for riders. 
 



Randall stated that there are various potential sources for income that he would like to 
explore next year.  These would include jerseys, socks, raffles, donations, giveaways, 
etc.  He intends to do a team debrief in the near future. 
 
Agenda Items:  
 
Sequoia proceeds  In his email to the board prior to the meeting that summarized his 
views, Western Wheelers Club President Robert Sexton stated: 
“This is the first year that we’ve run the Sequoia as a community-oriented event, and 
actively sought out community partner organizations. Last year we did pretty well, netting 
about $9k.   We donated 40% to various bicycling organizations. This year wasn’t as 
lucrative, which isn’t all that surprising in light of the changes we made to the event. Next 
year can be much better. Our reserves have grown year over year, and we have enough 
to absorb a modest one-time hit. I am convinced that running the Sequoia as a 
community-oriented event is the right thing to do for us as a club and for the cycling 
community in general.”   
 
There was a lengthy discussion about how to allocate the proceeds from the Sequoia.  It 
was noted that Puente helped out tremendously with volunteers and resources. It was 
also noted that we need to be cognizant of our contribution decisions as they could have 
future ramifications.   
 
Robert made a motion to donate 100% of this year’s Sequoia proceeds to local 
organizations, which passed unanimously.   
 
Robert made a motion that a check be written to Puente for $3000 which also passed 
unanimously.  Presentation details of the check will be worked out. 
 
It was proposed that members email Robert their suggested allocations for the 
remainder of the proceeds, and the board will vote on it at a later date.  
 
Last  Year’s Sequoia Donations: 
$1500 CABO 
$1000 SVBC 
$1000 Turning Wheels for Kids 
$400 SV Bike Exchange 
$200 Good Karma Bikes 
$200 Walk Bike Cupertino 
$200 Great Streets Mountain View 
$200 La Honda Fire Brigade 
$300 PUENTE 
 

Membership 
Vern Tucker reviewed retention numbers year by year from Meetup.  Overall rate is 
about 30%.  Vern concluded that Meetup is a good marketing tool, although there is 
frequently confusion among Meetup members as to whether or not they are club 
members. 
 
Robert Sexton made a motion to adjourn which passed unanimously at 9:00pm. 
 
Approval of Minutes (Board Members please Initial by your name) 
 



Name Initials/Date 

Cindy Asrir CA 8/14/17 

Randall Braun RB 8/14/17 

Christine Fawcett CF 8/15/17 

Brian Feinberg 
 

Frank Houghton FH 8/15/17 

Mike Rissi MR 8/15/17 

Mona Schorow MS 8/15/2017 

Robert Sexton RS 8/15/17 

Bill Sherwin WS  8/14/17 

Mindy Steiner MS 8/14/17 

Vern Tucker VLT 8/15/17 
 

Bettina Vinsant BV 8/15/17 

Dave Ziegler 
 

 
end 
 
	


